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Preface

It has always been a particular occasion that has prompted me to
speak about problems of health care and the art of medicine. The
results are gathered together in this small volume. It should not
be a cause for surprise if a philosopher who is neither a doctor
nor feels himself to be a patient nevertheless wishes to particip-
ate in the discussion concerning the broad range of problems
which arise in the field of health in the scientific and technological
age. Nowhere else do the advances of modern research enter so
directly into the sociopolitical arena of our time as they do in
this area. The physics of our century has taught us that there
are limits to what we can measure. And in my opinion this fact
alone merits strong hermeneutical interest. This is even more the
case when we are concerned not just with the quantifiability of
nature but with living human beings. The limits of what can be
measured and, above all, of what can be effected through human
intervention reach deep into the realm of health care. Health is
not something that can simply be made or produced. But what
then is health itself? Can it become an object for scientific inves-
tigation in the same way that it becomes an object for the indi-
vidual when the balance of health is disturbed? For the ultimate
aim after all must be to regain one’s health and thereby to forget
that one is healthy.

































